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STATEWIDE 


Virus taking its toll 
on restaurant industry 


As N.J. eateries shift to delivery, owners fear businesses won’t survive without help 


Pizza deliveryman Joshua Malave checks his phone Monday along Newark Avenue in Jersey City before making another delivery. 
Restaurants have stopped dine-in service amid the coronavirus outbreak. Aristide Economopoulos, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 
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As much as it hurt, Anthony Bucco did 
what he had to do Monday. 

The acclaimed chef and owner of Felina, 
the well-regarded Italian eatery in Ridge- 
wood, closed his doors to diners, joining 
thousands of reluctant restaurateurs across 
New Jersey who must now abide by a state- 
wide mandate: to serve only delivery and 
takeout orders until further notice due to the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

Bucco called it an awful thing, in more 
colorful language. 

“There’s no other way to really sugarcoat 
it,” Bucco said. 

The chef has decided against shifting Feli- 
na’s focus and attempting to compete in an 
already saturated Bergen County delivery 
market, he says. 

“There is such a lack of consumer confi- 
dence right now that we didn’t see the pos- 
sibility of continuing based on what ulti- 
mately would be coming through and 
resulting revenues,” Bucco said. “It just 


HEALTH CARE 


was one of those things; you cut your losses 
sometimes.” 

Business was down about 45% over the 
weekend for Felina, unsurprising consid- 
ering the state-high 84 COVID-19 cases in 
Bergen County and calls for social distanc- 
ing. Bucco believes that no matter how suc- 
cessful a restaurant has been, it can’t truly 
afford to shut down completely, and Felina 
is no different. He suggests federal financial 
intervention may be necessary to keep his 
business afloat. 

On Tuesday, the restaurant industry 
sounded a similar alarm, warning of wide- 
spread business failures unless federal and 
state governments provide direct financial 
aid to owners and employees. 

Marilou Halvorsen, the president of the 
New Jersey Restaurant and Hospitality 
Association, said as many as half of restau- 
rants likely won’t survive even a three-week 
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Forty percent of New Jersey business owners 
surveyed say they will need to lay off employ- 
ees in response to the financial fallout of the 
coronavirus. A4 


The rush to apply online for unemployment 
Monday crashed New Jersey's website, Gov. 
Phil Murphy. A4 


On St. Patrick's Day, a Cranford restaurateur 
has 2,000 pounds of corned beef, 30 barrels 
of beer — and no one to sell it to. A15 


Study: N.J. hospitals ill-equipped for worst of crisis 


Susan K. Livio, Blake Nelson and Matt Arco For The Star-Ledger 


New Jersey lacks the number of hospital 
beds needed to accommodate the expected 
thousands of coronavirus patients who will 
need inpatient care, but closing schools and 
other aggressive “social distancing” should 
slow the spread of the virus and ease the 
pressure on the health care system, a Rut- 
gers-Camden analysis says. 

The analysis, released Monday by The 
Senator Walter Rand Institute for Public 
Affairs at Rutgers-Camden, estimates that in 
a worst-case scenario New Jersey could face 
a shortfall of 300,000 hospital beds over the 
duration of the outbreak. 

Rutgers based its analysis on the spread of 
the coronavirus in Italy, which delayed shut- 
ting down businesses and setting curfews. 

However, Gov. Phil Murphy’s plan to close 
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all public and private schools, suggest a cur- 
few, and order casinos, movie theaters and 
other recreational sites shut indefinitely 
could significantly reduce the bed short- 
fall to about 100,000 later in the spring, 
said Sarah Allred, associate professor at 
Rutgers-Camden and the institute’s faculty 
director. 

Social distancing “is not going to change 
very much the total number of people who 
need to be hospitalized, but it will make sure 
everyone who needs a hospital bed can have 
one,” Allred said. “We will reduce the mor- 
tality rate by making sure we have enough 
health care services for the people who need 
it. We can slow the spread. 

“We do want to emphasize this is not the 
health system’s fault, it’s the disease’s fault,” 
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she added. “These numbers say we cannot 
expect hospitals to solve this problem on 
their own.” 

The outbreak in New Jersey increased to 
at least 267 cases Tuesday, with 89 new pos- 
itive tests. Three people have now died in 
the state from the pandemic. 

The Rutgers analysis was released on the 
same day state officials said they were look- 
ing to expand the number of hospital beds 
in New Jersey. 

There are roughly 23,000 beds across 71 
hospitals in New Jersey, according to Rut- 
gers and state data. On average, 55% of 
these beds are occupied, the Rutgers study 
said, citing billing data. How many of the 
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Trump pushes 
for massive aid 
from Congress, 
checks to public 


Lisa Mascaro and Zeke Miller 
Associated Press 


In a massive federal effort Tuesday, 
President Donald Trump asked Congress 
to speed emergency checks to Americans, 
enlisted the military for MASH-like hospi- 
tals and implored ordinary people — par- 
ticularly socially active millennials — to 
do their part by staying home to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

His proposed economic package alone 
could approach $1 trillion, a rescue initia- 
tive not seen since the Great Recession. 
Trump wants checks sent to the public 
within two weeks and is urging Congress to 
pass the eye-popping stimulus package ina 
matter of days. 

As analysts warn the country is surely 
entering a recession, the government is 
grappling with an enormous political 
undertaking with echoes of the 2008 finan- 
cial crisis. 

At the Capitol, Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell vowed the Senate would 
not adjourn until the work was done. 

“Obviously, we need to act,” McConnell 
said. “We're not leaving town until we have 
constructed and passed another bill.” 

But first, McConnell said, the Senate will 
vote on the House’s $100 billion package of 
sick pay, emergency food and free testing, 
putting it back on track for Trump’s sig- 
nature — despite Republican objections. 
“Gag, and vote for it anyway,” he advised 
colleagues. 

It was a signal of what the GOP leader 
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Murphy, other 
officials call for 
more restrictions 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 
and Teri West The Jersey Journal 


The drive to prevent exposure to the 
coronavirus was ratcheted up in New Jer- 
sey on Tuesday, as the number of cases in 
the state surged to 267. 

A day after shuttering numerous busi- 
nesses and restricting restaurants across 
the state, Gov. Phil Murphy announced he 
is ordering all of the state’s indoor shopping 
malls to close until further notice, as of 
8 p.m. Tuesday, to help battle the spread of 
the virus. 

The news came as other officials in the 
region weighed similar policies to thwart 
transmission of the disease. 

In Hoboken, the mayor on Tuesday insti- 
tuted a “self-isolation” policy for the city, 
with residents asked to stay inside as much 
as they can, effective immediately. Nones- 
sential businesses such as barbershops and 
nail salons have been ordered to close. 

“Activities such as running, jogging, 
bike-riding, walking, and other similar 
activities are permitted, but only if social 
distancing of at least 6 feet is observed,” 
Mayor Ravi Bhalla wrote on Twitter. 
“Restaurants, bars and establishments will 
be permitted to continue operating takeout 
and delivery service.” 

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka said he would 
decide by today if an 8 p.m. curfew should 
be placed on residents and certain busi- 
nesses in the state’s most populated city. 
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